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THE POLITICS OF THE PI.AYGR(IUND

PRIMARY SCHOOL:
Western Hill pre-prep
schonl, BEdinburgh: then
fee-paving Durham
Chorister School,
19611966,

SECONDARY SCHOOL:
Fettes College,
Edinburgh, 1965-1971; A
leveds in English, Fronch
and History {current fees
Y13,455 per annum),

I UNIVERSITY: 50 John's
College, Oxford, 1‘1.«_. 1975, second-class honours in law
SCHOOL REPORT: Al Diurhuem, Blair fllowed in the
footsteps of his father, Leo, a devout Tory by standing
ina mock election as the Conservative candidate

TONY BLAIR 45, Prime Minister; First Lord of the Treasury and Minister for the Clvil Service

Thinges dic not go well for the Totwe New Labow [

suprema at Fettes: *1 was homesick and not very
happy for the first few vears, 1 think it's not unnatueal
if you take Kids away Trom home af that age”
housemaster and English 1eacher, Dr Eric Anderson,
recoghised something in the voung Tony, howevnr
“Hewas intensely argumentative and every school
was questioned, He could uphold his skde of the
debate aboirt the rights and wrimgs of everyvthing
better than any other boy in the school, He was the
sort of boy that you were always struggling with to

sl
e

husvie his hadr cul properdy”

Bofore going up to the all-male St.John's Collegpa,
Blair took a year off in France: His time at StJohn's
1% best remembersd [or his appearance in his
second vear a3 lead singer in A rock band called

Ugly Rumours

His

often clashed with the
univarsity adminlstra-
tiom, but that surely
prepared him for the
rough and tumble of
Westminster political
Tifie,

32, Home Secreiary

PRIMARY SCHOOL:
Staples Road Cotmnty
Primary, Loughton,
Essex, 1953-1957,
SECONDARY SCHOOL:
Brentwood School, 1957
14864 (current fees: £11,283
per annump: 10 O-devels
{ar 14} 4 A-levels
UNIVERSITY: LL.B. Loy
University, 1964-1968
SCHOOL REPORT: Joan
and Walter Straw didn’t
have to pav for their son
to go 1o Brentwiood
Schonl sis he won a
hoarder's scholarship He
was also hegd boy
Diespite an atheist phase,
hie was an enthusiastic
charister Other ol bovs
of Brentwood include
Moel Edrmornds and
Douglas Adnms, author
of The Hitchhifers Guide
o the Galoxy. At Leeds,
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he was president of the
University Unlon, 1067-
68, at the same time as
the Dkadly Mail's current
editoran-chief, Paul
Db, ran the student
TREpRAL

ROBIN COOK

32, Foreign Secretary
PRIMARY SCHOOL:
Aberdesn Grammar
School. eardy Fifties.
SECOMDARY SCHOOL:
Abordecn Grammar
School, from 1957, Royal
High School, Bdinburgh,
until summer 1964
UNIVERSITY: [[pper see
ond in English
Literature, Edinburgh
Uiniversily 1964-1967.
SCHOOL REPORT: Cook
became somewhat cagey
about his academic
qualifications when
uestionad by P
He refizsed to say howe
many (klevels he
passed and, as for his
Highers, he savs they
wort Senough 1o get me
into Edinbureh Uni”.
There, Cook fiiled to
complete his doctoral
thesis on Charles

Dickens

LORD IRVINE

58, Lord High

Chanceflor
PRIMARY SCHOOL:
Unknown,
SECONDARY SCHOOL:
Inverness Royal
Academy, then
Hutchesons' Bovs'
Grammar Schaool,
Glasgmow, until 1958
(current lees: £4.221 per
annum)
UNIVERSITY: MA Law,
Gilaspow Univorsity, from
1558 BA in kv, Christ’s
Colloge, Cambridgo,
SCHOOL REPORT: Like his
fellow Scol Robin Cook,
Lol Irvine is cagey about
detatls of his educational
hackeround. When Prnch
spoke to his offics, 8 very
charming akde tokd us that
Lord Irvine would feel it
“not essentinl Lo give out
that information and it
woald be safe to assume
wwouldn't be able to
find ot for vou™. How
!‘ill_.lll|.:l2'

DONALD DEWAR
61, Secrefary of Sfare for
Svotland

PRIMARY SCHOOL:
Hawick Preparatory
Schoal, Perthshire; Moss
Park Primary Schoal,
Perthshire, until 1948
SECONDARY SCHOOL:
Glaspow Academy, 1968
1955 {current fees: £4,665
PEr ANDLITL

UNIVERSITY: Gl
Uiniversity, MA Law
SCHOOL REPORT: Holh his
parents wers ill for long

poriods when Donnded wos

a youngster, his father
suffering {rom tubereulo-

sis and his mother under-
going a serious brain
operation. At primary
school, Dewar recalls: “[
stood out like o soro
thumb [ was a quiet
child with speciacles and
not much confidence.™ At
Glagpow Academy Diwar
was lat down by his
spelling — he |s dyslexie

and his lack of sport-
ing prowess. He went to
the same umiversity as
his love rival, Derry
Irvine — whn is now
married to Dewar's ox-
wile — and achiovied the
same qualifications.
Dewir was president of
the Glasgow University
Union. 1961-1962.

DR MO MOWLAM

1, Secretary of State

for Novthern Ireland
PRIMARY SCHOOL:
Unknoam,
SECONDARY SCHOOL:
Coundon Cotard
Comprehensive,
Clengentry, 15961 196,

| UNIVERSITY: BA in Social

Anthropalogy, Durham

Dniversity, 1968:-1971; MA,

Phl) on Cantons ol

| Bwitzerland, Towa

University, 1971-1976,
SCHOOL REPORT: 11y her
final vear at Coundon
Court Mo Mowlam was
head gird, but at Durham
she was something of o
radicnl: "My Tomm was
covercd in tinfoll with a
halEnaked pichire of
Jimi Hendrix on the
wall.," She went ofl (o
Iowa University with a
by lriend. Bolh gol their
Phis but split up in the
process

DAVID BLUNKETT

51, Secretary of State
[for Education and
Employment

PRIMARY SCHOOL:
Shoffield School for the
Blinud, from 1951
SECONDARY SCHOOL:
Course in commercial
Braille tyning and short
hand, Royal Normal
College for the Blind,
Shrewsbury, Certificabe
i Business Studies,
Shrowshury Technical
College; Richmond
College, Sheffeld
UNIVERSITY: BA Honours
Degree in Political
Theory and Institutions,
Sheffishl University;
PGCE (Post-Graduate
Certificate in Education),
Hudderstield Colloge of
Education.

50 Minister for the
Cabinet Office and
Cheancellor of the Duchy
of Lancoster

PRIMARY SCHOOL:
Felling Primary School,
1945-18651

SECONDARY SCHOOL:
Jarrow Grammar School,
18651 - 10654

UNIVERSITY: B
Chemistry, Bede College,
Durham University, 1954
1962 PhD Chemistry,
1966,

SCHOOL REPORT: During
s final vear af Durham
Cniversity, Cunningham
was president of

{he Tndon.

RON DAVIES

32 Secretary of State
for Wales

PRIMARY SCHOOL:
Machen Primary School,
Gwnnt, T951-1957.
SECONDARY SCHOOL:
Bassalen Grammar
School, 13&' [
UNIVERSITY: Parismouth
Polylechnic: University
Callepe of Wales at
Cardiff: Condon
Univiersity

|

32, Secretary of State
Sor International
Development

PRIMARY SCHODL: St
Francis Infants and
Junior School,
Birmingham, 1951-1957.
SECONDARY SCHOOL: 5t
Paul's Grammar Schoal,
Birmingham, 1957-19%64
UNIVERSITY: Koelo
University, Leeds
University, BA (Hons) in
Political Scienee

GEORGE ROBERTSON

a2 Secretary of State
far Defenice

PRIMARY SCHOOL: Kirn
Primary School, 1953
1857
SECONDARY SCHOOL:
Dunoan Grammar
School, Argyll, 19571964
UNIVERSITY: 51 Andrew's
University; Dundee
University, 19651968 MA
Honours in Economics,

PETER MANDELSON

44, Secrefary of State
JSor Trode and  Industry
PRIMARY SCHOOL:
Hampstead Garden
Suburb Junior School,
1461- 1965
SECONDARY SCHOOL:
Hendon County
Grammar School, 1965
1972; five O-levels; “two
or three” A-levels.
UNIVERSITY: Lower
second in PPE (Politics,
Philosophy & Econo-
mics), St Catherine’s
College, Oxlond.

| SCHOOL REPORT: “They

weren't fussy aboul the
(s at his school,” says
his mother explaining
his shortage of O-levels,
At the end of his school
career, in 1972,
Mandelson spent his gap
veur working on a com-
munity project in
Tanzania.

ANN TAYLOR

51, Chief Whip
PRIMARY SCHOOL:
Johnson Ford County
Primary School,
1954-1858
SECONDARY SCHOOL:
Bolton School, 1958-1965
(i direct grant schoal),
UNIVERSITY: IiSc in
Economic History,
Bradford University; AA
in Economic History,
Shefleld University
SCHOOL REPORT: Tavlor
married during her sec-
onid vear at university
She began, but never
finished. a PhD.

47, Serretary of
State for Cufture,
Media and Sport

PRIMARY SCHOOL:
Cassiobury Primary
Schpol, Watford.

1550- 1962,

SECONDARY SCHOOL:
George Watson's College,

| Edinbureh, 196210969

{current fiees: £9, 156 por
AT .

UNIVERSITY: IMirst-class
honours degres in
English, Pembroke

College, Cambridge, 19659
19572 Kennedy Scholar st
Harvard University, 1975
1976; PhD, 1979

SCHOOL REPORT: Smiith
went to the same sec.
ondary school as
Malcolm Rifkind the for-
mer Conservative
Foreign Secretary

A.'I.ISTA.III DARLING

44, Secretary of Staite
Jor Sacial Security

| PRIMARY SCHOOL: ']

went to seven different
primary schools which
left its meark. It made me
adaptable and not afraid
of change.”

SECONDARY SCHOOL:
Lawretto Schoal,
Musselburgh,
Midlothian, 1965-1972.
UNIVERSITY: BA [,
Aberdeen University
19T2-1975

SCHOOL REPORT: “ would
not infiict on my own son
was what inflicted on
me,” says Darding of his
time at Loretto,

BARONESS JAY

3, Leader af te House
af Lords and Minister
Sor Woprnen

PRIMARY SCHOOL:
Unknown,

SECONDARY SCHOOL:
Blackheath High School,
1951-1958 (corrent fees:
up to £5,180 per annum}.

| UNIVERSITY: 1A in PPE

(Politics, Philosophy &
Eeonomics), Somerville
College, Oxford, 1958-
14961

SCHOOL REPORT: Of hor
time at secondary school,
Jay’s fathen, the former
Labour Prime Minister
Jim Callaghan savs: 1
remember when she was
about 15 we had awful

traumas. Because |

didn't have the chance of

| gding to university [

suppose | was over-keen
on her going, and |
pressured her and
perhaps bulliod her a
little, And she resisted
very strongly We had
tremendous rows. |
remember tears on one
oecasion.” Margaret Jay
went to the same Oxford
college as Margaret
Thatcher and studied the
same subjects as Peter
Mandelson.

FRANK DOBSON
off, Secretary af State
far Health
PRIMARY SCHOOL:
Dunnington Primary
School, 1946-195]1.
SECONDARY SCHOOL:
Archhishop Holpate's
Grammar School, York,
1951-1958
UNIVERSITY: B3¢ in
Economies, London
School of Economics,
1958- 1951

MARGARET BECKETT

a3, Lordd President of the
Council! Leader of the
House of Commons
PRIMARY SCHOOL: 5t
Mary's School, Ashton-
under-Lyne; Notre Darne
Prep School

SECONDARY SCHOOL:

Notre Dame High Schoal,

18541961 (Roman
Catholic convent)
UNIVERSITY: Sandwich
course in metallurgy ot
John Dalton Polytechnic
and Manchester College
ol Science and
Technology:

SCHOOL REPORT: Beckett
was head gir] at Notre
Dime High School,

NICK BROWN

48, Minister of
Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food
PRIMARY SCHOOL:
Unknown
Swatenden Secondary
Modern, 1961-1961;
Tunbridge Wells
Techmical High School
(now Tunbridepe Wells
Boys” Grammiar Schiool),
19611968, three A-levels
in English, History and
Economics,
UNIVERSITY: BA in
History, Manchester
University, 1968-1971

STEPHEN BYERS

5, Chigf’ Secretary to
the Treasury

PRIMARY SCHOOL:
Buxpton County Primary
School, 1960-1964,
SECONDARY SCHOOL:
Chester City Grammar
School, 1964-1971
POLYTECHNIC: Chester
Collepe of Further
Education, from 1971;
BA Law, Liverpoal
Palytechnic.

JOHN PRESCOTT 60, Depury
PRIMARY SCHOOL: Brinswurth

Primary School, Rotherham,
13451849, Failed his 11-plus
SECONDARY SCHOOL: Crange
Secondary Modern, Ellesmere
Port, 1949-1954. Left with no
qualifications.

UNIVERSITY: Diploma in
Economics and Polities, Ruskin
College, Oxford, 1963-1965; BSc
(third-class) in Economics, Hull
Univisrsity 19651966,

SCHOOL REPORT: Prescoti cut his
showbiz teeth at school playing
Grumpy in the school play; The
Seven Diarfs. Dezpite being
promised a bike by his father,
Bert, if he passed his 11-plus,
Prescott falled and he felt the sot-
back keenly “1 wos shattered,”
he says, “My brother and sister
passed and went on o grammar

| school, so | was the only one who

now an evenlng centre for fur-

ther education — was divided

| imto four streams and Prescott
remained in the top stream dur-

an outstanding pupil, always full
of life in the nicest possible way
He was nevor one of the play
ground ruffians and didn't po in
for brawling or anyvthing like
that. English was his strongest
subject. His essays were always
very good and he was academi
cally able.” Bill Roberts, the
headmaster, had a different view,
telling Bert Prescott; “John's a
nbee lad, but he won't go far™
Prescott certainly did go far in
the vears that followed, in terms
of nautical miles al least. as a
stewartd in the merchant navy
from 1955 until 1963, But it was
Ruskin College that proved the
making of him. “My mind was
openad to the pleasures of learn
ing, of shaping the bullets with
which to fight,” he savs. “Ruskin
gave me seli-confidence in mohil-

i history lecturer, Raphacl

[ Samuel, recalls: “My student
spemed a very incarnation of
Jude the Obscure [Thomas
Harty's poor eountry bov who
beeomies a student at Oxford],
with a tremendous appetite for
learning, fercely independent
opinions and a determination to
crack the seeret of knowledge:
He lowved arguments, and
tutorials were apt to erupt in
fierce disagreement.” Oddly,
Prescott wilked out of his first
veiar's mock examinations fear
ing ke could not compete.

At Hull Prescott studied under
the left-wing Professor John
Saville, The professor, now B2,
gavs: “He wis clearly a rough
diamond. He didn’t apologise
for himsalf and 30 years later
his whiole persona is very

di_x!n'r. It gave mea great sense of | ing his entire time there. Les ising my arguments. It taught similar to what it was 30 vears
failure.” Georpe, who taught the voung me that | had no need to fieel apa, which I think is very much
Grange Secondary Modern Prescott English, savs: “He was | inferfor to anvbody” Prescott's to his credie”
— = — — =
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