It isn't winning or losing that matters, its
how you play the game. Well, not
necessarily. Paul Donnelley blows the
whistle on great soccer scandals, and
hands out a few red cards

FOOTBALL
BABYLON

gle once described it as ‘the beauliful
game’, but TV pundit, dimmy Greaves
was more succinct. Football, he
declared, was ‘a funny old game' With
gxlensive newspaper and TV coverage
iootball is a sport you gan't ignore, be if
Paul Gascaigne blubking in the World Cup or
Kevin Keegan plastered all over the front page
of The Sun, teliing us of his ordeal al Ihe hands
ol ‘a group of robbers, Bul whether we derive
greater pleasure from the antics on tha piteh
ar-off it, il must be said that football has
provided its fair share ol scandals over the
years
In Penthouse this maonth. we turn our
thoughis ta football's seamier side, away fram
the crowd and the lloodlighls
We in Britain may believe we invented tha
game, but these days il has s adherents — and
leams, naturally — all over the world. Like South
America, sceng of our first footballing scandal
It went something like this. Back in 1970, under
the management of Sir Alf Ramsey, England
wera competing in the World Cup in Mexico
Captain Bobby Moora had |led the team toa
thrilling 4-2 extra lime viclory over Wesl
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Germany at Wembley four years
earlier. Once again, Moore was the
power behind England’s surge for
turther glory

To acclimatise the team 1o the
high altitudes of Mexico, manager
Ramsey had arranged a briel tour af
Columbia and Ecuador for England.
The players arrived in  the
Columbian capital of Bogola, where
they were warned to avoid trouble
by staying in large groups. Some af
them went sightseeing, while Bobby
Moore and Bobby Charltan confined
themselves to a window shopping
trip In the hotel arcade, where they
looked at some jewellery. Relurning
o the lobby, the two England stars
sat down, As they sat chatting. they
were approached by a shop
assistant, and a man who mumbled
something the two players couldn't
understand. An interpraler was
called, and it became clear that the
two men were accusing Moore ol
slealing a bracelet. Moore was
taken away by the police lor
interrogation. The British Consul
rushed to his aid and put the full
weight of his office behind the
England defender, Eventually, the
case against him collapsed, but
many of the England party lhink, to
this day, that Moore was framed in
the hope that this would prevent
England winning the World Cup.

Another football hero falsaly
accused of theft was Beifast-born
George Besl This litlle episode
bagan on 23rd Novembar 1973
when 19 year old Marjorie Wallace
became the only ever American
winnar of Miss World. Garnering
guite ‘a reputation lor herself, she is
alleged lo have had aftairs with Tom
Jones, lennis playboy Jimmy
Conners and record company boss
Berry Gordy, but it was George Best
wha received the worst publicily.

On 21st February 1974, Best was
arrested and accused of stealing a
mink coal, a passport, a liara, a
diary, &8 sash, ‘and alcoholc drinks
worth £20 from Wallace. A few days
later, the passport, and a medallion
belonging to Miss World, turned up
in a telephone box, alter a call o
the Sunday Peopie. Mar|l tled
abroad lo escape press allention,
and announced she was resigning
her title. Than, exercising a woman's
privilege, she changed her mind
and declared she was staying on,
but on 8th March Marji was
dethroned. The police dropped the
case agains| Best, and the judge
told him that he left the court
‘withoul a stain en [hig] character’

Recalls Best in his second
autohiography, The Good, The Bad
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And The Bubbly (3imen & Schu-
sler), ‘The affair, really no more than
a two-night stand, was maore. trouble
than it was worth.

Trouble and George Best seemed
to ge hand in hand. After his
retirement from the game, at the age
of 26, ha only made the headlines
through his drinking

'| was so used lo being numbar
ane in football, | had lo be number
ang in everything, even drinking. |
had to be the greatest drunkard
avar,' is the way he puls il. Being
the ‘greatest drunkard’ |eft Best
bankrupt (he is stll undischarged),
and sarving a 12-week siretch in
prison for driving while drunk. In-a
desperate attempt to get off booze
ance and for all, George had a drug
pellel inserted in his stomach, that
would make him ill if he took a drink
It didn't work. so a'second pellel
was inserted - and that didn't work
either. After being oul ol the
headlines for some time, George

®

‘| was so used to being
number one in football, |
had to be number one in
everything. | had to be the
greatest drunkard
ever,' said Best,

?

madea a return (o the fronl pages
eatlier this year, when he appeared
drunk on the popular BBC-TV chal
show Wogan and aflended many
with his colourtul language,

Cars and drink should not mix -
just like footballers and chat-show
hosts. Many feel that when it comes
to really bad combinations, cars,
drink and lootballers should nol

evan be in the same country. For

reasons unknown, Arsenal have had
more than their fair share ol
offenders as far as drink-driving is
concerned. In 1977, two of the
club’s star players, ace cenlire
forward Malcolm MacDonald and
midfield wizard Alan Hudson, were
sent home from a pre-season (our of
Singapore and Australia by then-
manager Terry Neill for excessive
drinking. Meill announced thal
neither player, hoth expensive
signings, would ever wear the club’s
famous red and white shirt again

Although MacDonald made his
peace with Arsenal, and continued
playing al the age of 29, Hudson
moved an to American side Sealtle
Sounders for £95,000, less than hall
the fee he had cost when broughi
trom Stoke City in Degember 1976,

In July 1981, Arsenal striker Alan
Sunderland found himself driving
along Bramley Road in Enlield,
Middiesex alter a charily crickel
match, when he was involved in an
accident that resulted in the deaths
of two people. Charged with driving
withoul due care and attention (the
charges were |aler droppad),
Sunderland was fined £100 and
recelved a year's driving ban.

Towards the end of last year, club
captain Tony Adams was senf {o
prison for four manths for driving
under the influence of alcohel
Driving at high speed after a parly,
Adams demolished a front garden
wall, lolalling his car in lhe process
Upon his early release from prison,
Adams quickly regained his place in
the Arsenal first 1eam - and the club
captaincy.

Drink has not bean the only rack
on which footballers have, if not
penshed, corlainly come (o grief,
scotland’s Willie Jehnsien produced
posilive results in drug tests laken
during the 78 World Cup in
Argentina. And Maradona? The
grealest footballer to have emerged
in the last decade may wall have 1o
relire premalturely in the light of a
ruling from FIFA. lootball's gover-
ning beody. The hugely-gilled
Argentinian undertook drug tests
recently and was lound 1o have
traces of cogaineg in his blood. FIFA
has imposed a 15-month ban on him
which he 1s currenlly appealing
agansl,

Look hard and you'll sea just how
larnished some ol soccer's idols
have become. Ex-Arsenal midfield
hard man, Peter Storey, has not had
the best ol forlunes since retiring
Irom the game. After an unsuc-
cessful attempl at running a pub,
Storey was found guilty of living off
immaral earnings, and sent o
prison. Following his release, he
lailed to siay on the slraight and
narrow, and was once again
imprisoned - for importing illegal
videos

You wanl mare scandal? You
don't have lo look too hard. How
aboul former England goalkeeper,
Peler Shillan? In 1986, his wile Sue
called the palice 1o their home
during a blazing midnight row
Shilton spent a night in the cells,
cooling oft, and the following
morning Mrs Shilton took her



husband home. She latar claimed o
have dialled 999 because she was
‘tealing low" after a bust-up: Her
patience was lesled to the limit twao
years later, in April 1988, whean
Shillon, somewhat the worsa ior
drink, allegedly tried o book a room
in London's live-star Westbury Hotel
with two young ladies. A member of
the hotel stall told News Of The
World reportar Morven Kinlay, 'The
girls were very young, very common
and very loud - delinilely not the
sorl ol guests to encourage in any
hotel ' Aller being relused a room
Shilton and his ‘triends’ |efl

Itit's nol sex. drnk or drugs. then
loothallers can often find thamselvos
in trouble over gambling. Arsenal
(again) and England left-Dack Kenny
Sansom found his gambling
problems almaost insurmauntable as
his debis rose to £100,000. While al
Crystal Palace. Sansom and his
prother opened an ill-fated hookie’s
The monay the [ormer received
when he maved to the Gunners
helped, bul Sansom made maore
than a few elementary business
grrars and was: badly advised by
financial consultants

The managerial career ol Lou
Macan, lormerly boss at Swindan
Town and Wesl Ham United, was nol
helped by gamblirg, either. In fact,
the scandal of an alleged gambling
ring at Swindon Town resulted in the
club being demoled by (he Football
League, Irom the First Division, to
which they had just won promation,
1o the Third. On appeal they were
reinstated to the Second Division
The club has paid a high price lor
ingurnng tha wrath of the League. A
spirit-sapping episode |ike this has
taken itz loll'and Swindon Town are
now strugghng in the lower regions
of the second Division

It Iz often said thal players should
set a good example g young fans,
yvet players are nol the only onés
who can become household names
What abioul the footballing dynasties
that spring up around clubs?

The Edwards family, long in
charge at Manchester Uniled, have
often been involved In conlraversy
Back in '79, Louis Edwards, lather ol
the present chairman, was at the
centre af a 12-month long inves-
tigation by World In Action. Four
weeks after Granada TV broadcas)
the pragramme’s findings, Edwards
was discovered dead in his bath

The 'story began shortly aller the
Munich air disaster when Edwards, a
triend of then-manager Matl Busby,
was givan the task of rebullding the
club. In 1865, Edwards became
chairman, and 14 months alter that
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had secured a controlling interest in
the club. He then spent £24,000 10
huy another 1,956 sharas, in ardar 1o
give himsell a majority shareholding
in what ig alill the best supporled
club inthe country, World in Action
alleged that Edwards manpeuvred
himsell into the chairmanship by
carrying oul transactions 'thal
bordered on the (legal. Why. il
agked, had Edwards bought shares
al ong price and then enterad them
in the company books al a lowar
one? Was il because he didn | wanl
his fellow directors to know [ust how
kKaen he was 1o gel a majority
sharehelding? Or was it because he
didn’t want possible rivals 1o know
just how much he was preparad to
pay lor the shares?

World In Action also alleged that
Edwards (ndulged in dubious
busingss praclices, giving lree or
discounted meat, cash and gifts, 1o
win lucrative coniracls to supply
meal lo Manchester Council, Thay

alse claimed hal he operated a
slush fund to give linancial induce-
menis 1o promising schoolboys and
their families. Had these allegations

been praven, United could have
been expalled from the League

The day after the programme was
scregnaed, the newspapers were
awash with the accusalions, and
Louis Edwards was linked with
serious charges of bribery, In the
House of Commons., members
called for an inguiry Into the club's
finances. The head of Scotland
Yard's CID subsequently asked for a
copy ol the programme 1o decide 1|
cnminal action should be taken, bul
no prosecution was ever brough!
against Edwards - ha diad on 25th
February 1980. His san Martin
claimead that his father's death, from
a hearl attack, was brough! an by
the ‘character assassingtion’ under
laken in the Granada programme

Bang up to dale, as it were, a

receni shockear nyaives | Wi
unnamed players and an ‘orgy
Praperly developer Roherl Culver
house grranged parlies at his house
in‘Vicarage Road, Watlord, which
wera atlendged by well-known
playars, On 23rd February 1999
Culverhouse |nvited Iwo leading
First Ehnvision players 1o a parly
which. 11 is claimed, turned into
lull seale orgy’. The players were
secretly filmed, ramping with a 22
yvear old blonde ‘secrelary’ called
Amanda Dobson, who bad been
hired as a French maid especially
for the event. Shetold the News of
The World 'l was 1 wailress lor
the parly | knew whal kind ol
party. it was going to he i
swinging parly, and thal people
would be involved in sex. Men had
their rousers down and womean
were doing things 1o them. Dobsan
med that the two loolballers
stered her lor sex. She conlinues
There was a seene in the jacuzzi
with the players. We had a three
way thing. They wanled o have sex
with me-on my own, and | said |
would gel a key to another room
But the room didn't amply, so we
didn't gel the chance o go in there
Everywhare | went, they chased me
| didn’l have sex with any olhars. |
was just those two. They would not
leave me alone and kept making a
bea-ling for me and one thing led 1o
another. You '|usl gel carrned away in
the aimosphere, aller a-few drinks

Culverhouse then offared the
video tapes ta a nalional newspapar
as part of 2 package. and offered to
581 up the players in his 'honeylrap
A journalisl Irom the newspaper was
approached and pretended Lo be
interesied in purchasing the lapes
Instead, he went siraight 1o
Scotland Yard's QObscene Fubli
calions Squad, who subsaquently
raided the Watlord house and ook
away sackluls ol videos

IU's just possible that you might
starl 1o leel a ' mite resentiul whan
you consider thal, every lima yaou
pass through the turnsiiles, you arg
helping to pay for the extrav
agances you have |ust been reading
about, In the end, though, |t really
doesn’l maller, because your
lootball team and its players are like
your children. They can annoy or
infuriate you, leave you aver the
moon, or ndead SICk as [he prover
bial parrat... you'll aften despar of
them but, through it all, through
thick-and thin, wind and ram, snow
slegl and relegation waorfies, you go
on loving them. And Lhal in the final
analysis, is what lootball is really all
dtll:"'-_.l K -|—'.3




