RISING SON

ony Blair omce said: My

project will be complete

when the Labour Party

loarns  to love  Peter

Mandelson.” While that

plearly has yel to happen,
there is ut t ohe woman who
does love Peter Mandelson totally,
absolutely and unconditionally
She is the Honourable Mrs Mary
Mandelson and she has a very
strong political pedigres,

A the datghter of the Right
Honourable Herbert Morrison,
the late Deputy Leader of the
Labour Party who, Az Home
Secretary, was first criticised and
then praised for his role in the
organisation of the 1951 Festival
of Britain., she is long-schoolmd in
the art of Labour politics. She
algg  happens to  be  Peter
Mandelson's mother

The man they call Mandy

came into the world on October |

21 1933, the son of Mary and
George  Mandelson, the
advertising director and financial
aditar of the Jewish Chronicle,
who was known to his colleagues
as Tony Peter was born into a
very politically aware household

late

where political debate wds ever
present, “He just sort of grew up
in a political atmosphere,” says
his miother *“Petor alwiys saw oy
to-eve with his father but they
were slightly different in their
attitudes.”

It would appear o have been o
slightlv austere upbringing in
some  Ways, however, as Mrs
Mandelson confiesses that she
does not have a family photo-
graph album. “I've gol a box ol
photegraphs and ['ve gof abso-
lutely no tdea what they ave and
where they were taken,” she says.

Perhaps this rather frivolity
free approach stems from herown
childhood as the daughter of a
husy palitician who worked Tong
hours, “F very rarely saw my awn
father” she savs, “T'd see hilm
perhaps ar the breakfast table for
about minules, He was
working and would gel home well
after my bedtime and then he'd
come down 0 breakfast, That
would be the whole week. He
might be st home on a Surday, iF |
was Tucky”

The Morrison genes soon came
to the fore in his grandson, “Peter

BY MRS MANDELSON

In the Commons he’s known as the
Prince of Darkness, but there is one
person for whom the sun never sets on
Peter Mandelson. Paul Donnelley reports
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was quite political at
an early age,” recalls
his mother, “He ook
an interesl and the
[Harold] Wilsons
Thved round the cor
ner watching what he
was doing. He liked
taiking to politicians
{hom quite an early age”

Nor was the young Mandelson
backward in coming fi
whon i came L Apprna I
political heroes, “He was never
that kind of [ghy] person,” says
Mrs Mandeleonn. “He may have
just wade] up and seen whether
b would pet a good reception, T
don't know what went on in his
mind.”

ROLE MODEL:
Herbert Morrisan

The lato

went pretty wall to plan, T think,
He's abways been active and doing
something

“He didn’t join a club at school
Bt would orpanise his fricnds,
althaugh it would be nothing as
trivial as, sy organising a trip to
the pictures af the »
jolned the Cubs first and then the
Scouts: | wasn't very Keen on the
Scouts myself, That was his dea,
not mine, He gt a few badges, bat

1 don't think many
things went wrong with his
masterplan

Just as his home |ife was cof-
tent, 5o was his school life, “Poler
was very happy at school,” savs
Mrs Mandelson, “He hud a very
enjovable time from nursery
school onwards, He was a popular
child with lots of friends,” Indeed,
Mandelson: has managed (o
remain frjendly with some of his
fellow pupils from Hendon
County Grammar-School, which
he attended from 1965 to 1972,

It hins olben been sabd thit many
children “know™ they are dilfer-
ent from an early age because of a
particular trait o “fecling”
Mangelson certainly {its into this
category, 1 dom't know. how™
laughs Mrs Mandelson, “but |
always knew Peter would become
successhil, He was in confrol all
thie time He Knew what he wanted
to by el he il it. He had his ups
and downs. Things get in the way,

- | but apart from that evervthing

lie's ot that sort of person really,
clocking upall the badges.”

One of the many accusations
levelled ot Mundelson today is hig
apparent desire 1o be a “control
freak”, From what his mother has
said about him it is obvious that
this deslre w control everything
and everyone around him was vi
ible at an early age "He was a
very determined child, Guite in
control, never messed it up” she
savs. 1 mean, vou do have your
ups and downs. Things don't
always goto plan, but I don't think
many things went wrong with his

| masterplan. If they did, he didn’l

tel] me.”

Mandelson may have inherited
his political nots from Herbert
Morrison — at least, that’s the
way his mother sees i, "Yes, they
are sort of similar, [ think... defer-
mined o see it through, bul
Peler’s not rathiess. If he could




see Poter today 1 think he'd be
rather pleased.” lamghs  Mrs
Mandelson, “and very prougd. Fe
organised the Festival of Britain
fmid gredat eriticism and derogen-
tion and Peter comes in for that
dbout the |Millennium] Dome |
don't know whether they made
him do the Dome because his
grandfather did it or not, Anywy,
the Festival became an enormous
success. We'll keep our fingers
crossed and hope the Dome is
[tosa), T'my suee 14 welll be

He may be one of the five
acknowledesd architects of New
Labour, but where does Peter
Mandelzon see himsell in 10
years” time? In the Cabinet reshuf
fle at the end of’ July he {inally got
to the top table in his own right as
Trade and Industry Secretary

Before the Cabinet appoknt-
mient much of his status stommed
from his closeness to Tony Blair 1t
is an elevation that is the source
of some satisfaction:

“He is very happy where o is
at the moment,” his mother
reveals. “Very happy becouse he
wanled to get away from the spin
doctoring lark, He was fed up with
that. There is a limit and he want-
ed 1o have a ministry The press
seem to think he s just a spin
docter. There’s a lot more 10 him
than that. He's been around lor a
viery long time, in fact

“Pecple seem o think he just

NOBODY
CAN SAY NO
TO ME:
Thera's a lot

more to
Mandy than
just spin
doctoring,
according fo
his mum

suddenly appears] as a spin
doctor aut of the blue That's not
true because he's done o fob of
work in the Labour Party He
worked as Nell Kinnock's director
of communications [from 1985 to
1990] o hes was with LWT before
that as a produces [1982-10385], He
learnedd a ot there, | don't Know
about honing his presentational
skills, a= has been alleged, bot it
wits il good training,"”

As we have seen, Mandelson
wis close (o Kinnock but, seeord
ing to his mether did not get on-so
wiell with his successor: “There
seemard to be a cooling off when
John Smith was leader becanse [
think he [Peter] wasn't very popu-
lar with him. | think it was {he
spin doctoring. He didn’t Hke (hat
kind of thing. It wasn't his scene
al all.

“Mr Kinnoek broke the groand
for those who folbowed, but | don't
know how much contact Peler
had with John Smith. Even bafore
he became leader of the pariy |
don’t knaw how much contacl he
had with him."” That all changed
on May 12, 19584, when John Smith
died upnexpectedly of 4 heart
attack. The mst, as thoy =ay is
history

S0 now for the &4 million ques
tion: does Peter Mandelson want
to be prime minister? “I luwe no
idea,” says his mum, “He never
mentioned iU



