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A mixed bag this issue.
An enigma, an idiot,

a sexy singer and a
bundle of sexbombs
are our subjects.

doubl there are many paople who know as
much about Bob Dylan as John Gibbens, |
daubl even Bob Dylan knows as much about
Bob Dylan as John Gibbens. Mr Gibbens,
himsel! a talented singer-songwritar and leadear
af tha folk group The Children, must have
listened te Dylan's songs more fimes than he
cares to remamber o compile The
Mightingale's Code A Poatic
Study of Bob Dylan {Touched
Press, £10). This book is obviously a
1 labour of love for Mr
The H'lght;lﬁgﬁ.lﬂ (ode | Gibbens. a devoted
ety Dylan fan — in fact, it
was twenly years in the
making. Mr Gibbans met
tha photographer Keith
Baugh whose praviously
unpublished
pholographs illustrats
| the wark at & time when
Margaret Thatcher was
Prime Minister, Tesco was open from 9 to 5
and palice stations 24 hours a day as opposed
to taday when Tesco s open 24 hours a day
and it seams police stations from 9 10 57 In the
intervening two decadas Mr Gibbens has
studied Dylan's musical oulpouring carafully
but always interestingly analysing, explaining,
guastioning, reasaning. It is not just Dylan's
story that is told in this book but Mr Gibbans
also looks al the gastation of the blues as we
know the genra. | must admit that | am not an
unreconstructed Oylan admirer. Until | read this
book | could take or leave the music but ke
Gibbens’s s an angaging not to mention
persuasive author. | was hooked, For mone
detalls about Mr Gibbens's work, you can
consull the website www. iouched co uk.
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Some regard Bob DOylan as a genius. No one IS5
ever going to call George W. Bush a genius
Undoulxtedly, ha s the most inarticulate,
iliterate “dumb-ass™ to get to the While House
MNotice that | didn’t say “elected io the While
Hoose". Because he wasn'l. Prasident Bush is
the most powarful man in the world loday
because he halds office thanks to the Suprama
Court jusfices appointed by his dad and
anothar hall-wil Ronald Reagan. Author Mark
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Crispin Miller has written a searnng and oftan
scary indictment of George W. Bush The
Bush Dysiexicon (Bantam
Books, £6.99) |t seams ramarkabla thal
Amarlca kesps sending Republicans 10 the
White House when you lock at their track
record, Richard Mixon resigned in disgrace
Ronald Reagan ilegally senl monay 10 tha
Contras in Nicaragua despite being lorbidden
by Congress, George Bush, his Vice President,
Issued pardons to soveral high-ranking
mambers of that administration in case thay
had done amything wrong. He also sired the
idiot who now sits in the Oval Offica, Dubya, it
appears, can only speak coherently when he is
either drunk (and Mr Miller produces several
exampbes that show Bush in his cups some
time atler he signed the pledge) or speaking on
a subject that shows just what a nasty plece of
work that he really is, such as sentencing
criminals to death. The Republicans made
great play of Prasident Bill Clinton's supposed
draft dedging but how many medals did Dubya
win in Vigtnam? Erm, none. Strings wera
pulled o get him into the Texas Air Natonal
Guard, nick-named “the Champagne Uinit”
because of the numearous
rich Houstonlans who
oined so that they could
atay in America. The
Republican Party in thelr
determination to get Bush
alected pulled out all the
stops and dirty tricks. At
the same time they werg
LU trying o gat tha hand
recount stopped In
Florida (govarnad by Bush's fittla brother Jeh)
they wera insisting on hand recounts in Mow
Mexico. Bush is the man whio makes Dan
Quayle seem like Oscar Wilde. Bush
apparently thinks Grooks are Gracians, tha
East Timorese are East Timorans, Kosovars
are Kosovarians, and once cpined “We cannol
let tarmorisis or rogua nations hold this country
hastile or hotd our allies hostile”, before calling
tha zealols who destroyed the twin towars:
“These folks”, Of his offspring the thirsty Jenna
Bush and har twin Barbara, Bush once said,
“Lawura and | dont realise how bright our
children is until we gat an ohjactive analysis.”
This ks tha middie-aged man who sits in church
halding his dad's hand, To paraphrase the
prasidential sign-off “God help Amenca.”
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Shania Twain was a wannabe country singer
who married a reclusive but brilliant record
producer and became a phenomenally
succesaful pop star with hits like Man! I Fael

Like & Waoman! Aobin Eggar has written
Shania Twain The Blography
(Headline, E17.99). a sympathatic but
entartaining read. Bom Eillean Edwards in a
small Canadian town she was dumped by her
father and adopted by
an Ofoiway Indian, At at
the age of 8 she began
singing In lumbernack
bars to drunks, Her road
to stardom was littered
with hardships (she had
to look after her baby
sistor and two leenage
hall-brothers when their
parants diad) bul it was
the marrage (o the shy and retiring Mutt
Lange, savenieen years her senior, that set
Shania on haer way. Shania didn't directly help
Mr Eggar in writing this book but nor did she
put obstacies in his path ither. A nicaly
produced work thal would make an ideal
Christrmas gill for a Shanla lan, .. unless, of
coursa, they couldn’t wait and rushad out to
immeadiataly buy a copy.

Finally, Keaping the British End
up (Reynolds & Hearne, E15.95) i=
a guide to saucy British films, Simon Sharidan

goes into great detail [N .
2 -\ IEEPING
RSPV /o & TI BEITISH
5 % EXD UP
Aight, Jack, O =

Confessions of a Fop I
Pearformer and many,
many athers. The
book includes a

dr ety
nad

comprehansive
chronology of Brtish
sex fims from 1858 beginning with Mudis
Paradisze, Each lilm Is reviewed and rated and
cast and crew credils appended. Copiously
dlustrated, we avan gel to see Joannpa
Lumbey's breasis from Games That Lovars
Pigy. (The postar has a strangaly leanng
Richard Waltis gawping at two woman in bed
tagathar — not samathing thal was ever likely (o
ocour in real fife) We even get to see
Emmerdaia’s Richard Thorpe (Alan Turner)
being kissed by & naked gifl and co-star
Christopher Chittell (Erc Pollard) rompling with
a girl in Erofic Infarno. The boaok finishas with a
saries ol mini-biographies of the movers and
ghakars in the industry. A great read and a
useful companion (o all those Friday late-night
films on Channel 5!



